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Mr. Rae asked to be brought up* to date on developments affecting 
Gernany and Berlin since the receipt of the latest Soviet note of M*rch 2. 

Mr. Hillenbrand replied that we were already t-MMUHg about a reply. 
One principal problem is making up our minds on the subject of a Summit 
Meeting. If we didn't want to move precipitately into a Summit meeting 
we had to think about how to formulate our concept of a Foreign Ministers 
Meeting to make it appealing. This w&b essentially a linguistic problem 
which we have not yet solved. The Four Power Working Group may have our 
draft by next week. The French and British are also expected to produce 
drafts. 

The British feel we should move more hesitantly and wait until 
Mftcmillan has oompleted hie visits to the three Western capitals before 
replying to the Soviet note. We don't agree. 

Mr. Rae «ald he thought the western formulation and proposed composi- 
tion of a Foreign Ministers meeting offered a reasonable basis for agree- 
ment. It appeared that the Soviets have left the door open for this. »; ..;. 

Mr. Hillenbrand replied that we don't visualize the Foreign Ministers 
preparing for a Summit meeting. It's hard to visualize exactly what the 
Russians have in mind. The British report to NATO on Macmillan's Moscow 
trip, however, was very revealing on this one point. They definitely. 
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Mr. Hae asked if Mr. Hillenbrand knew anything about the views of 
others. Mr. Hillenbrand said that so far discussion had only been at the 
Working level* lb seemed to be the view of the British and French that 
we could not refuse to have a conference purely over the issue of a Soviet 
demand for parity. 

Iho President had been right in noting a Soviet relaxation over details 
but there had, been no changes on principles. 

There la,j general agreement that we need a conference. One' view is 
that a conference would provide a means of talking to death the Berlin 
issue and thus give the Soviets a chance "to get themselves off the hook 
on Berlin". Jt seemed to him, however, that there would eventually huve 
to be a confrontation on the issue. We should test the above theory, 
however. ► 

It is hard to tell at present what the position of the other satellites 
and East Germany would be in a Conference. We believe they will make an 
effort to get them in on a basis of equality. We would have to resist this. 
We may lay great stress on this issue but doubt the conference would be 
allowed to break up solely on this point. 

In reply to a question about NATO, Mr. Hillenbrand said that one of 
the reasons for the Working Group going to Paris was to speed the problem 
of coordinating with the NAC. It was difficult to coordinate with" the 
British, French and Germans and the rest of NATO in arriving at a position 
Everyone in NATO had his own ideas about how to handle the present issue. 
It will be very difficult to have anything definite to say at the March 11 
NAC meeting. With the best will in the world to keep the NAC informed it 
is practically impossible. The Working Group will not be making policy. 
It will be making an ad referendum report. The report will raise a number 
of unresolved issues which the Foreign Ministers will have to settle. 

Mr. Rae asked if the NAC would be given a look at the report. He also 
asked about the questionnaire prepared at the last Working Group session 
and asked if we had written out answers to the questions. 

Mr. Hillenbrand replied that the NAC would be given a look at the 
Working Group report to be prepared during the Paris session. As for 
the questionnaire, we had roughed out answers. We were most interested 
at this stage in analyzing Soviet intentions and of drafting western 
objectives and working out our tactics. We have to have some concensus 
as to the principle and secondary Soviet objectives. The impressions 
Macmillan had brought back from Moscow seem to correspond very closely 
with our own analysis. 
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Mr. Rao asked about Berlin itself . 

not come up with any solution Movable tnft +^ °? oarefull y- We have 
We will have to have Berlin 1!!! i °S *2 0Urselv «B and the Russians. 
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